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1 or 2 days following the appearance of symptoms. Occasionally
symptoms may not appear until 17 to 25 days, and inoculated mice
should be observed for 21 days before reporting them as negative.
Negri bodies can be demonstrated usually at 5 to 15 days in
mice, if the virus is present. In cases where early diagnosis is
important, 1 or 2 mice are sacrificed at 5 days and their brains
examined for Negri bodies.
Serological procedures hold promise as an aid to rapid diag-
nosis of rabies. Agar diffusion precipitation and complement-fixa-
tion tests which employ known hyperimmune antirabic serum
have been described. A soluble complement-fixing antigen is pres-
ent in infected brain tissue.
Fluorescent antibody techniques are applicable to brain tis-
sue for rabies diagnosis. Antibody to rabies is conjugated with a
fluorescene dye and is applied to smears of the brain from animals
suspected of rabies. Cells exhibiting fluorescence are interpreted
as rabies-infected cells.
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